
 
Letter from the Board President 
Annie Youngblood 

2022	brought	challenges	and	much	success,	and	ul4mately	was	a	testament	to	the	kind	of	
enduring	support	this	program	has	received	for	almost	20	years.	Most	importantly,	our	
students	yet	again	demonstrated	significant	improvements	in	reading	levels,	with	97	percent	
of	enrolled	students	either	improving	or	maintaining	their	literacy	levels.	These	gains	are	
more	important	than	ever	as	we	work	to	fight	the	learning	loss	driven	largely	by	the	COVID-19	
pandemic.		

Out	of	the	65	students	who	enrolled	in	the	summer	program,	60	completed	with	a	pre-	and	
post-	assessment,	with	many	jumping	mul4ple	levels	of	reading	by	the	end	of	the	program.	
This	all	occurred	during	a	change	in	leadership.	Dr.	Ameshica	Linsey	transi4oned	out	of	her	
role	as	Execu4ve	Director,	which	she	held	for	nearly	5	years.	We	are	so	grateful	to	her	for	her	
commitment	to	this	important	cause.		

As	a	result	of	the	change,	the	board	voted	to	add	a	one-4me	posi4on	to	facilitate	the	Summer	
program,	with	long-4me	ENHE	staff	member	Sha	Howard	taking	on	the	role	of	site	director.	As	
a	result	of	her	work,	along	with	the	myriad	volunteers	and	our	incredible	staff,	the	program	
was	delivered	seamlessly	to	our	students	and	their	families.	

We	were	very	fortunate	to	welcome	this	Fall	our	new	Execu4ve	Director,	Nikki	Walker.	Nikki’s	
impact	has	been	felt	in	so	many	ways	and	her	work	is	ensuring	that	the	dollars	you	help	us	
raise	are	put	to	good	work.	Just	a	month	aXer	joining	us,	Nikki	organized	and	hosted	a	second	
fundraiser.	In	fact,	we	ended	2022	with	record	individual	dona4ons	in	support	of	our	100	in	
2023	campaign.	We	hired	a	full-4me	program	coordinator,	and	are	pilo4ng	an	aXer	school	
tutoring	program	hosted	within	area	schools.	And,	as	I	write	this,	we	are	already	approaching	
our	2022	enrollment	numbers.	We	are	confident	we	will	serve	100	students	in	2023	as	we	
con4nue	to	fight	the	impact	of	COVID-related	learning	loss.		

Thank	you	for	your	support,	for	your	4me,	and	for	your	dollars.	Childhood	literacy	is	a	leading		
indicator	of	what	our	community	will	look	like	in	the	future.	With	your	help,		that	future	is	
bright.	

Sincerely, 

Programs at a Glance 
East Nashville Hope 

Exchange serves children 
in elementary schools in 

the Stratford and 
Maplewood clusters 

through:  

Summer Program                
Six-week intensive full-day 

program built around literacy 
and community involvement. 

School Year Program 
Includes whole families in 

monthly workshops, 
continued literacy support, 
and community resource 

assistance. 

Tutoring                         
Literacy focused tutoring 
provided during evening 

programs.  

Book Libraries                         
Students receive free books 
to take home to build their 

own personal libraries. 
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Strengthening children’s literacy through the exchange of 
knowledge and support among families and the East Nashville 

community to affirm the right to read for all.



SUMMER PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS  
Under the guidance of certified 
teachers, students explored the 
theme: “My family,        My 
Community, My World,” through     
project-based learning. 

Many Special Guests joined ENHE 
to share their areas of expertise 
with the students on site. 

Guest Readers:  
Th i s yea r we we l comed 50 
community based guest readers that 
we integrated with thematic instruction. Students learned 
about their guests beforehand, considered how their 
essential questions related to the guests, and reflected on 
their guest readers in morning meeting and journal writing. 
26 of the 50 Guest Readers were minority role models 
(52%) and the remaining 24 (48%) were Caucasian. 

This year, we had a wonderful line-up of readers. Our guest 
readers included attorneys, doctors, professors, a real 
estate agent, government officials/politicians, authors, 

business leaders, a weatherman, engineers, a financial 
advisor, an accountant, a priest, a teacher, a school 
principal, sports figures, an editor, an electrician, 
restaurant owners, and students and parents. 

Humanities Guests: Mr. Bond and The Science Guys, 
Bringing Books to Life, & Art with Ms. Alicia 

Outside the Classroom: Reptil-Gurl Mobile Reptile and 
Insect Petting Zoo, ENHE Lemonade Stand & Weekly Water 
Play 

Guest Artists & Presenters: Zac & Dorinda Walker Dance, 
Ms. Lynn, Mr. Tyree, Ms. Starr, Emily Allison, Dr. Joseph 
Taylor & One Tough Cookie 

Field Trips: Students took field trips to expand on their 
weekly sub-themes: a tour of the Tennessee Agricultural 
Museum; running their own Lemonade Stand; Global 
Education Center (for Indian Classical Dance and Latin 
Drumming); and the National Museum of African American 
Music. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 
Summer Program 
65 students enrolled at two locations. 60 students completed the program with 
both pre- and post-assessment.  

97% of students either maintained their current level or showed gains in at least 
3 areas of literacy assessment.  

Every student took home at least one book each day of the program for a total of 
at least 29 books per student. 

Whole-Family Support 
93% of families reported they are better able to help their children learn to read 
as result of participation in East Nashville Hope Exchange 

96% of families attended at least one family engagement event in the summer. 

89% of families regularly read with children & logged their minutes. 

“Thank you so much for helping my kids this summer. It has helped them 
read more and I have learned ways to help them do better and be 
successful— to help them believe that they are the future.” - ENHE 
Parent



ENROLLMENT & PARTICIPATION 
Student Enrollment Data: 
● Students on Free/Reduced lunch: 56 of 60 (93%) 
● African-American: 53 (88%); Caucasian: 6 (10%) 
● Hispanic: 1 (2%) 
● Male students: 22 (37%); Female students: 38 (63%) 

Family Participation: 
● Families attended weekly engagement workshops with 
family meals during the Summer Program. 
● Parents/Caregivers active in the program: 44 families 
had 80 adults who regularly participated in the Summer 
Program.  
● During the School Year Program, monthly Family 
Workshops presented a reading skills instruction/
practice and introduced a strengths-based exchange of 
ideas on developing the 40 Building Blocks of Healthy 
Development as outlined by the Search Institute in The 
Developmental Assets®. 

Volunteer Participation:   
Volunteers are an essential part of the ENHE program, 
serving as Guest Readers, Reading Buddies, and Family 
Engagement food helpers. Recruiting volunteers and 
training them on a daily basis is an ongoing process. Not 
including extensive board support, volunteers logged 
thousands of hours this year, especially during the 
summer totaling 1,453 hours.  

St. Ann's 
26%

Management & Fundraising 
35%

School Year Program 
14%

Ross ELC 
24%

2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Sonia Jennings Boss (President) 

Caitlin Dillon (Secretary) 
Ra’Shonia Baugh(Treasurer) 

Dr. LaToya Anderson 
Alex Borowski 

Cindy Distefano 
Alyssa Dituro 

Sheneirka Edwards 

Katie Liggett  
Mary Matthews (YLC Intern) 

Lauren Mckenzie 
Donique Muhammad    

Brandon Reid 
Dr. Bill Richie 
Katie Struzick 

Isabel Tenpas (YLC Intern) 
Anne Youngblood (Past President) 

2022 BOARD MEMBERS 
Emily Joy Allison 

The Reverend Kira Austin-Young 
Cole Rogers 
Nikki Walker 

Board 
3%

Events 
10%

Individual/Corporate  
23%

Program 
2%

Grants 
62%

2022 FINANCES

Total Income: $210,840

Total Expense: $193,148

“My child is a better reader because of 
this program.” -ENHE Parent

http://www.search-institute.org/resea


THANK YOU to Our Annual Fund Supporters 

2022 Grantors: 
Advance Financial 
Alliance Bernstein 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee 
Dan and Margaret Maddox Charitable Fund 

Dandridge Trust 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

Humanities Cares Act 
Humanities Tennessee 

Joe C. Davis Foundation 
MDHA Summer Youth (CDBG funds) 

The Memorial Foundation 
Michelle Mazaara & Susan Wright 

Charitable Fund 
Phoenix Club of Nashville 

Pro Literacy  
St. Ann's Episcopal Church 

The Village Real Estate Fund 
Vanguard Charitable Fund 

2022 Corporate: 
Amazon Smile 

Best Brands Incorporated 
Cork Dorks 

East Nashville Beer Works 
Flowerpot Press 

Jeni’s Splendid Ice Cream 
Kroger Community Rewards 

Living True Nashville 
MW Real Estate Company 

Skanska 
Uncle Nearest 

Wagon Wheel Title 

2022 Friends of ENHE: 

$5,000+ Roald Dahl Friends 
Jordan Jones 

Ann & Kurt Lance Kraft 

$2,500-$4,999 Eric Carle Friends 
Viola Miller 

$1,000-$2,499 Maurice Sendak Friends 
Anita Buggs 

Dr. Bill Richie 
Robin Schumacher 

Robyn Smith 
Stephen Smith 

Dr. Joseph Taylor 
Nathan & Jennifer Weinberg 

Christie Wilson 
James Zimmer-Dauphinee 
Anne & Megan Youngblood 

The Hello In There Foundation 

$500-$999 Dr. Seuss Friends 
Sonia Jennings Boss 

Lucia Burgess 
Michael Cash 

Barbara Donley 
Sheneirka Edwards 

Chris Klein 
Lauren McKenzie 

Rebecca Ratz 
Cole Rogers 

Susan Wright 
National Philanthropic Trust 

$250-$499 Beatrix Potter Friends 
Dr. LaToya Anderson 

Anne Tenkhoff 
Anonymous 

Rev. Kira Austin-Young 
Angel Bailey 

Kitty Calhoon 

Hank & Lauren Cardwell 
Diana Warner Knoxville 

Caitlin Dillon 
Amanda Goodwin 

Donique Muhammad 
Katherine & Jason Murrie 

Jeremy Norden-Paul 
Nita Schriver 
Ketch Secor 

Brittany Simpson 

$100-$249 Mo Willems Friends 
Emily Joy Allison 

Alex Borowski 
Wyeth Burgess 

Jennifer Casswell 
Jolene Chen 
Sarah Cox 
Lisa Jager 

Lindsey Jannaman 
Jennifer Johnson 
Meghan Johnson 

Ron Jones 
Katherine Knight 
Barbara Kurkland 
Ameshica Linsey 
Toby Lowenfels 
Jonathan Lyons 
Alicia Mallory 

Jim Mathis 
Robyn Maxwell 
Phillip Miller 
Judith Myer 

Sharon Nowlin 
Mary Oldacre 

William Schwartz 
Daniel Sharfstein 
Leigh Singleton 
Jean Steinford 

Ra’Shonia Baugh 
Mary Woolley 

Elaine Youngblood 

Many thanks to all the individuals and businesses who support East Nashville Hope Exchange 
through the annual Bourbon ’n’ Books and Wine Tasting & Silent Auction events, especially 

our friends at St. Ann’s Episcopal Church.

www.enhopeexchange.org 

Phone: 
615-254-3534 

Fax:  
615-242-4997

P.O. Box  
68423  

Nashville, TN 
37206


